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Mobile Food Businesses 
Mobile vending is another great way to be a part of the 
city of Peoria’s growing business community.While this 
fast-growing industry offers an excellent opportunity for 
entrepreneurs, getting a business up and running can be 
challenging, even for an experienced operator. 

The city has updated its regulations to not only meet the 
new State requirements but also, to streamline the 
process for mobile vendors to operate in Peoria. 

The new requirements apply to those vendors regularly 
operating on private property. Provided they meet the 
new operating parameters, they would only be required 
to get a business license, in addition to any county health 
permit or fire inspection. 

Those vendors operating on city property or 
right-of-way are still subject to a special event license; 
and those vendors that are part of a special event on 
private property (e.g. carnival) would still be part of that 
event’s temporary use permit (TUP). 

What is a Mobile Unit? 
Mobile Food Unit – A food establishment that is 
licensed by the State of Arizona, that is readily movable 
and that dispenses food or beverages for immediate 
service and consumption and other incidental retail 
items from any vehicle. 

Mobile Merchandise Unit – Any vehicle used for 
carrying tangible personal property for sale at or 
adjacent to the vehicle in which such tangible personal 
property is carried. 



  

 

What do I need to 
operate in Peoria? 

A vendor operating within the siting and operational 
requirements would only need a business license, in 
addition to any required county health permit. The 
parameters distinguish between those operating daily 
as mobile vendors and those fixed at a site as part of 
an event. 

What documents should 
I keep on-hand? 

•  Peoria business license

•  Property owner authorization

•  Special event permit (only city property) 

•  Temporary Use Permit (if applicable) 

•  Fire inspection (Food Trucks only) 

•  State of Arizona permit (Food Trucks only) 

Will I still need a permit
for a generator or tent? 

Generators rated 20kw or larger, tents 200 square feet 
or larger, and canopies 400 square feet or larger require 
a separate permit. Refer to the contact information. 



Siting Rules 
ALLOWED 

•  Located on commercial or industrial zoned property

•  Must be setback 250-feet from a single-family 
residential lot 

•  Need written authorization from owner or 
authorized agent 

•  Located on a dustproof surface

•  Within SURPLUS parking spaces for the 
primary use 

NOT ALLOWED 

•  Within 250-feet from a single-family residential lot

•  On property zoned single-family residential

•  On a city property without a special event permit

•  Blocking a drive aisle, fire lane, loading zone, or 
sidewalk 

SINGLE-FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL EXCEPTIONS 

Permitted in these limited instances: 

• For a residents-only HOA event

• On-site school events

• Private events at a religious facility 



 

 

 

Can I operate at the same 
location every day? 

Yes, for a maximum of 8-hours per day. 

Operational Rules 
Maximum 8 consecutive hours in a 24-hour period 
(includes set-up/tear down) 

Hours limited to 7 a.m. - 10 p.m. unless:

•  Operating as a service kitchen for bars/taverns,
or restaurants. Service kitchen hours may align 
with the primary use 

•  Operation prohibited between 10 p.m. - 7 a.m.
without a temporary use permit 

•  Restore the site to previous condition after 
each use 

•  Permanent site alterations (e.g. lights, canopies) 
are prohibited 

•  Mobile restrooms are prohibited

•  The site must be properly lit

•  Temporary lighting needs to be directed 
downward, shielded, and not visible from 
adjacent properties 



Contact Information 
Regulatory Info 
City of Peoria 

Planning Department 
623.773.7200

www.peoriaaz.gov/planning

Business License 
City of Peoria 

Sales Tax and License
623.773.7160

www.peoriaaz.gov/salestax

Fire Inspection 
City of Peoria 

Fire Prevention
623.773.7279

www.peoriaaz.gov/fire

Operating on City Property 
City of Peoria 

Neighborhood and Family Services
623.773.7133

www.peoriaaz.gov/specialevents

State Health Permit 
Maricopa County Environmental Health

602.372.6043
www.maricopa.gov/3977/mobile-food-establishments

https://www.maricopa.gov/3977/mobile-food-establishments
https://www.peoriaaz.gov/specialevents
https://www.peoriaaz.gov/fire
https://www.peoriaaz.gov/salestax
https://www.peoriaaz.gov/planning

